Have you re-used a figure?
Yes
Permission may be required

Not published elsewhere previously
If the figure has been reused but has not been previously
published you will need to seek permission from the
original author where possible.

No

Journal/Book
If the figure has been taken from another journal or book
then you will need the publisher’s permission in order to
reuse it. In most cases permission can be obtained by
going to the article’s page online and clicking on a link
for Permissions or Copyright. Otherwise permissions can
be obtained through RightsLink.

Permission not required

Are you the author of the original figure?

Yes
I am the author of the original figure
If you wish to reuse a figure that was originally created by
yourself or a co-author and that has been previously published
elsewhere; it will depend on the original publisher’s policy
whether permission is required or not. Some publishers allow
authors to reuse their own work, some do not. You will need to
check with the original publisher who will let you know if
permission is needed.

I have adapted the figure based on the original
When a figure has been redrawn or modified that does not
mean permission is no longer needed. Copyright protects
against copying so unless the new figure is unrecognisable from
the original, you will most likely need permission. You will need
to check with the original publisher.

No

Where is the
figure from?

Wikipedia
Please let us know if any of your images and figures
have been taken from Wikipedia or Wikimedia. You will
need to provide us with a link to the exact page the
image was taken from. We can then check if the image
is free to use in the public domain or if permission is
needed.
Open Access
If a figure comes from an Open Access article you
will still need to cite it correctly in your reference list
and your figure captions, including the name of OA
license applied. Permission is not required if an
article was published under either the CC BY or CC
BY-SA licence, citation will still be needed. Any other
OA licence means you will need to check with the
publisher to obtain permission. Because IOP
Publishing is a commercial entity, permission will
still be needed for OA papers with any of the
following licences; CC BY-NC, CC BY-NC-SA, CC
BY-NC-ND, CC BY-ND.

